Introduction / Einleitung / Introduction
If you want to study Information Science in Europe you need more precise information about the possibilities in the various countries of Europe than for other fields of study.
Educational systems are still far from uniform in Europe. The diversity of opportunities is enormous, which makes it difficult for a person to obtain an overview. A European and even a national "corporate identity" of Information Sciences is still to be shaped.
Up to now, data on relevant courses of study in the field of Library and Information Science (LIS)! could be found only in national study guides (United Kingdom2, Germany3 Programmes" we present a directory where one can find the programmes of more than 130 institutions in 30 European countries teaching in Information Science, Information Management, Library Science and Archive Science. All these programmes of study take place at universities or similar institutions and lead to an academic degree.
Realisation of this Guide
The realisation of this guide can be dated back to a discussion during the 2nd "Internationales The preparation of the guide was more difficult and took a longer period of time than we had first thought. Europe is a many-membered and polyglot continent which cannot be subsumed under the dominance of one language like English. People cling to their native languages in the three large European countries (United Kingdom, Germany, France) and in many Eastern European countries German or French are favoured. The survey could only be carried out with a trilingual questionnaire, the choice of language was optional. So some entries in this study guide are found in Catalan, Polish, Italian and four addresses in Cyrillic.
We found that some institutions, even though they educate information professionals, are not very interested in giving out information about themselves. The first version of this innovative directory could thus only be based upon the information received and could not be comprehensive. We want to apologize for this and ask readers to kindly provide us with the missing information. Perhaps some experts might miss the institution they are in contact with.
A blank form for amendments can be found on the last page. We have an e-mail address-list of many colleagues in Europe so we can pass on information via the electronic data nets or the Internet Gopher.
We cooperated with experts in the respective European countries to review our data material. A preprint of the study guide was sent to the electronic forums of the HI (Hoch- 
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To facilitate comparisons of study organizations and degrees for the reader there is a graphic chart with academic degrees in Europe at the end of this introduction.
We tried to be correct about the educational situation of Information Sciences in Europe at the time of printing. Naturally some information can no longer be up to date when the guide appears. So we are not responsible for the correctness of the data. Only the information you obtain directly on inquiry from an educational institution can be legally binding. 
FutlJre aspects
The directory contains in its present form a representative survey of the educational situation in Europe and enables the user to understand and compare studies offered. We hope that the data and information offered in this guide will provide a practical and up-to-date basis for the international discussion of the study ofInformation Sciences in Europe. We hope that a second edition (if the readers would like it) will have an even larger data base and will contain constructive introductions on the study situation of individual European countries. We plan to create an electronic version of the directory like a hypertext disc and an online access via the world-wide Gopher system on the Internet (see in Gopher: Heinrich-Heine-Universitat DUsseldorf> Informationen aus der HHU> Studium an der HHU > Studienfacher > Informationswissenschaft > StudienfUhrer "Information Sciences in Europe").
This is not the end.
It is not even the beginning of the end. But it is, perhaps, the end of the beginning. 
